
 
 
Mushroom Growing at Mala O Ao - January 11, 2020 
 
Ordered from Aloha Medicinals - Grain Spawn 2.5 lbs. each  

 
Wood loving mushrooms: 
Agrocybe Aegerita (Swordbelt or Button) 
Lentinula Edodes 3782 (Shiitake)  
Pleurotus Eryngii – (King)  
Pleurotus Citrinopileatus AM2 (Yellow)  
 
Straw loving mushrooms: 
Pleurotus Ostreatus 8801 (Blue)  
Pleurotus Ostreatus ElmA (White)  
Pleurotus Salmoneostramineus VDE1 (Pink)  

 
Day 1 – (2 hours of work) 
1.  Cut up cardboard into pieces to fit the trays. We cut up about 20 assorted boxes using a band saw. 
 
2.  Cut up straw with weed wacker in the tub in small batches. 
We used all of the straw. This was the perfect amount. It filled up two garbage cans packed after it was cut up. This 
was 1/3 of the bale of straw we bought in September. We stored the extra in garbage bags until we used it and it was 
fine. Bags were not tied and left loosely open. 
 

Day 2 – (3 hours of work) 
1.  Bleach green house and shelving with 1/10 bleach water mix; 3 cups of bleach into 2 gallon sprayer of water. 
 
2.  Bleach bathtub for soaking cardboard, straw and wood pellets. 
 
3.  Soak cardboard in bathtub with hydrated lime; 2 cups lime in ½ tub of water. 
 

Day 3 – (2 hours of work) 
1. Bleach containers and equipment to be used. Put growing containers into greenhouse after bleaching with cotton 
balls in holes.  
Buy jumbo cotton balls next time. The small ones were too small. We might need at least 200 if we double them. 
 
2. Put wood pellets into net bags. We put 2 small bowls (2 gallons) of pellets into the large 5 gallon net bag. We got the 
net bags at the paint department at Lowes. They are for straining paint, are made of nylon and are washable. They 
work very well. Put one 2lb bag of wood chips into a 1 gallon net bag. 
We made 4 -  5 gallon net bags of pellets, next time make 5 nets bags, as we ran out. We also could have used more 
wood chips. We had 4, but could have used 6 or 8, one for each mix for the wood lovers. 
 
3. Drain cardboard and peel the outer layer of paper off. Keep somewhere out of the sun so it doesn’t dry out. 
 
4. At the end of the day, soak straw, pellets and wood chips in tub with 3 coffee cups of hydrated lime in full tub of 
water. 
 

 
Soaked cardboard after peeling off the outer paper to expose corrugated part. 
 
 

Day 4 – (4 hours of work) 
1. In the morning pull the plug in the tub to let the straw drain. Drain net bags of wood pellets and wood chips on net 
table. This worked well for the wood pellets. They had the right amount of moisture after draining all morning. 
 
2.  In the afternoon set up table, spawn, soaked straw, wood pellets and other supplies. 
 

 
Soaked straw after draining the water 
 

 
Soaked wood chips and wood pellets after draining the water 
 

Substrate recipes for each bag and tray: 
 
We use stainless steel bowls for mixing; the large bowl is 4 gallon and the small one is 1 gallon. 
 

 
Wood loving mushrooms: Shiitake, King, Yellow Oyster, Swordbelt 
½ bag of wood chips 
3 small bowls of soaked and drained wood pellets 
1 small bowl of straw 
½ bag of spawn; 1.25 lb. 
 
For the bags we mixed the above ingredients first, then mixed the spawn into it.  
The bags we used were the large mushroom grow bags with 0.2 Micron Filter (XLST) (OG1116) 
For the trays we layered the cardboard, wood pellets, wood chips, straw and spawn, like a lasagna. 
The plastic trays with locking lids we used were by Sterlite and are 24” x 18” x 7” high. 
We drilled 6 - 1” holes into the lid of each container. 
 
Straw loving mushrooms: Blue, White and Salmon-Pink Oyster 
3 small bowls of straw 
1 small bowl of wood pellets 
½ bag of spawn; 1.25 lb. 
 
For the bags we mixed the straw and wood pellets, then added the spawn, for the trays we this did also, but put a 
layer of cardboard on the top and bottom like a pie.  
 

 
Pasteurized Straw and new spawn in bag 
 

 
Finished wood loving mixture in bag and tray 
 

 
Finished straw loving mixture in bag and tray 

 

 
 
We drilled 6 - 1” holes in the lid of the tray container, then stuffed the holes with cotton balls. The cotton balls keep 
out contaminates and allow the mixture to breath. 
 
Growing in the Sterlite containers proved to be a great success for the oyster mushrooms. The Shiitake did not like 
the trays. They wanted to come up from the side of the tray in compact clusters and were deformed. They like the 
bags better, as they simulate logs. 
 

 
 
 
(Above) Blue Oyster 
 

 
 
(Above) White Oyster 
 

 
 
 
(Above) Pink Oyster 
The interesting thing about the pink oyster in the tray was that the emerging spawn seemed to like to follow the lines 
of the stripped corrugated cardboard like little soldiers. I liked the trays for the ease of picking them instead of from 
the bags and they seemed to grow straighter with fuller clusters. I will definitely phase out growing in bags and use the 
reusable trays. 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

Mushroom Growing at Mala O Ao - September 28, 2019 
 
Ordered spawn from Aloha Medicinals - Grain Spawn 2.5 lbs. each. 

 
Pleurotus Ostreatus 8801 - Blue Oyster 
Likes straw 
Good for outdoors in the garden beds 
Garden Bed Experiment  - Added to garden bed on 9/29/2019. Cardboard on the bottom and sides, then 2” of 
pasteurized straw, then added 2.5 lbs. of grain spawn. Then another 2” layer of pasteurized straw.  
(This time we put some unpasteurized straw on the bottom and the top, as we didn’t have enough pasteurized 
straw left over. It worked fine and didn’t mold.) 
Mushroom Terrarium Experiment  - Made seedling terrarium on 9/29/ 2019.  Used wet, corrugated exposed, 
pasteurized cardboard, sprinkled with Blue Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus Ostreatus 8801)  spawn in the middle. 
Garden & Bloom Experiment  – In Blue Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus Ostreatus 8801)  spawn bag, I put about 2 
cups of unpasteurized Garden & Bloom with no extra water added and added about 1 tablespoon of the left over 
spawn. We’ll see if this experiment works.  
 
Pleurotus Ostreatus ElmA - White Oyster 
Likes straw 
Good for outdoors in the garden beds 
We used the small stainless steel bowl and filled it full with pasteurized straw, then put this in the xlg stainless steel 
bowl and added 1/4th of the 2.5 lb. bag of grain spawn at a time. Mix well and add to plastic grow bag.  
*We made 4 of these bags, but we could have just made 2 bags. Next time fill the xlg stainless steel bowl with 
straw and use ½ of the 2.5lb spawn for each grow bag. 
 
Pleurotus Salmoneostramineus VDE1- Pink Oyster 
Likes straw 
Likes warmer  weather (64-86F) 
We used the small stainless steel bowl and filled it full with pasteurized straw, then put this in the xlg stainless steel 
bowl and added 1/4th of the 2.5 lb. bag of grain spawn. Mix well and add to plastic grow bag.  
*We made 4 of these bags, but we could have just made 2 bags. Next time fill the xlg stainless steel bowl with 
straw and use ½ of the 2.5lb spawn for each grow bag. 
 
Pleurotus Citrinopileatus AM2 - Yellow Oyster 
Likes wood 
Likes warmer weather (64-86F) 
Hickory mix wood pellets soaked in water for 30 minutes 
Wood chips, soaked in pasteurized water with straw for 20 hours 
(Used Home Depot Wood Pellets by Trager – 20lb bag of Hickory wood pellets) 
We used 10 lbs. of these wood pellets for the 2.5 lb. of Yellow Oyster spawn. In addition we added about 1 gallon of 
hickory wood chips from Wal-Mart, which were soaked for a day in hydrated lime with the straw for the other types. 
We soaked the 10lbs of wood pellets and previously soaked wood chips with 2 gallons of water and that worked 
about right. We let the mixture sit for about 30 minutes then mixed it. We mixed half of the soaked pellets at a time 
with half of the 2.5lbs of grain spawn and divided this into two grow bags. 
 
Pleurotus Eryngii – King Trumpet 
Likes wood 
(Used Home Depot Wood Pellets by Trager – 20lb bag of Hickory wood pellets) 
We used 10 lbs. of these wood pellets for the 2.5 lb. of Kings Trumpet spawn. In addition we added about 1 gallon of 
hickory wood chips from Wal-Mart, which were soaked for a day in hydrated lime with the straw for the other types. 
We soaked the 10lbs of wood pellets and previously soaked wood chips with 2 gallons of water and that worked 
about right. We let the mixture sit for about 30 minutes then mixed it. We mixed half of the soaked pellets at a time 
with half of the 2.5lbs of grain spawn and divided this into two grow bags. 
 
Lentinula Edodes 3782 - Shiitake 
10 lbs. Hickory mix wood pellets soaked in unpasteurized water for 30 minutes 
2 gallons of water (maybe 2 ½ gallons) 
Wood chips, soaked in a net bag in pasteurized water with straw 20 hours 
2.5 lbs. of Shiitake grain spawn 
(Used Safeway Wood Pellets by Signature – 10lb bag of Maple, Hickory, Cherry) 
We used 10 lbs. wood pellets for the 2.5 lb. of Shiitake spawn. In addition we added about 1 gallon of hickory 
wood chips from Wal-Mart, which were soaked for a day in hydrated lime with the straw for the other types. 
We soaked the 10lbs of wood pellets and previously soaked wood chips with 2+ gallons of water and that worked 
about right. We let the mixture sit for about 30 minutes then mixed it. Then we mixed half of the soaked pellets 
at a time with half of the 2.5lbs of grain spawn and divided this into two grow bags. 
*Perhaps we should have added more water to the wood pellets? 
 

Notes from the first workday 9/28/2019 
 
About Using Wood Pellets: 
Only mix 10lbs of wood pellets at a time. It’s too heavy to mix more than this.  
Directions: 
10 lbs. of wood pellets 
2.5 gallons of water 
2.5 lb. of grain spawn 
2 Large Mushroom Grow Bags with 0.2 Micron Filter (XLST) (OG1116) 
 
About Using Straw: 
We used about 1/3 of the xlg bale of straw. 
Fill the furo tub with water and add 3 cups of hydrated lime. Mix well. 
Fill the tub with straw that had been chopped up with a weed wacker.  
Mix well with forked hoe that has been washed ahead of time. 
Place cardboard on the top and weigh down the cardboard so the straw is covered by the water. 
Let sit 18 hours. 
To drain; use the forked hoe to take the straw out of the water. Drain the soaked straw on the net table. It’s ready to use 
when it stops dripping; about 1 hour or so. 
Use the xlg stainless bowl for mixing the substrate with the spawn. 
Use the smaller stainless steel bowl for measuring . 
Clean everything before, between and after each different strain with rubbing alcohol. 
Label the mushroom type with a marking pen on the grow bags and trays before adding the substrate. 
Make straw bags fuller, which uses less bags. Next time fill the xlg stainless steel bowl with straw and use ½ of the 
2.5lb spawn for each grow bag. 
 

About making garden beds with straw & or wood pellets 
Line the garden grow bed with cardboard 
Add 2” of unpasteurized, hydrated straw 
Add spawn (also layer hydrated wood pellets with spawn at this point if wanted) 
Add 2” more of unpasteurized, hydrated straw 
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Mushroom Growing Blog at Mala O Ao - November 17 - 23, 2020 
 
Ordered from Aloha Medicinals - Grain Spawn 2.5 lbs. each  
 
2 - Lentinula Edodes 3782 (Shiitake)  
2 - Agaricus Blazei 
3 - Pleurotus Ostreatus 8801 (Blue Oyster)  
3 - Pleurotus Ostreatus ElmA (White Oyster)  
 
Day 1 – Tuesday Nov 17th  (6  hours of work) 
Made new shower curtains for the shelving in the mushroom house.  
It takes 1 - ½  clear shower curtain for each shelf.  
The shelves are 18” deep x 36” wide x 70” high. 
Each shower curtain is 70” x 72” and will wrap around the back and both sides of shelving.  
Cut a separate piece for the front flap; cut it at 35” x 70”  
Cut a separate piece for the top; 18.5” x 37” 
Sew the back of the shower curtain to the top, then sew on the front flap piece. 
 
Day 2 - Wednesday Nov 18th (4  hours of work) 
1.  Bleach wash containers used for mixing, furro tub and net tables. 
2.  Cut up straw with weed wacker. 
 This was 1/3 of the bale of straw we bought in September 2019. This filled up two garbage cans packed 
after it was cut up and more. The two garbage cans would have been the perfect amount, as we had extra. 
3.  Put a mixture of Wood Chips into net bags.  
One 5 gallon net bag holds 3 ½ bags of wood chips: Used 7 bags of chips: 2 Hickory, 2 Mesquite, 1 pecan, 1 
Cherry and 1 Apple. 
4.  Soak wood chips in hydrolyzed lime water. I used 1/2 cup lime for ½ of  large square container of water.  
Add the lime into water, not water into lime, it flies up.  
5. Cut up cardboard into pieces to fit the trays. 
 

 
 
Cut up straw. 
 
 

 
 
Soaking wood chips in hydrolyzed lime water. 
 
 

 
 
Cut up cardboard. 
 
Day 3 – Thursday Nov 19th (4 hours of work) 
1. Bleach green house and shelving with 1/10 bleach/water mix. 3 cups of bleach into 2 gallon sprayer.  
This time we tried using a mold cleaner that attached to the hose. Really strong spray and seemed to work 
well. Washed  it down afterwards. 
2. Bleach mushroom trays in tub with bleach water. Put trays into greenhouse with cotton balls in holes.  
Buy jumbo cotton balls and double them. We need at least 200. 
3. Soak and clean plastic shelving covers in bleach water. Need to do some twice. 
4. Soak cardboard with hydrated lime. Mix lime as 1 ½  coffee cup lime for ½ furro tub of water accordingly.)  
 

 
 
Soaking cardboard in furro tub. A container is on top and filled with water to hold down the cardboard. 
 
Mushroom spawn did not come on time.  
Day 4 & 5 delayed until Sunday &  Monday.  
Next time order a full week ahead. 
 
Day 4 – Sunday Nov 22th  (2 hours of work) 
1. Drain cardboard and peel the outer layer of paper off. Keep out of the sun in a plastic bag, so it doesn’t dry 
out. 
2. Put mixed wood pellets into net bags. We put 2 small bowls of dry pellets into each large 5 gallon net bag.  
We made 5 -  5 gallon bags of pellets and it was the perfect amount. This was 40lbs of mixed wood pellets. 
3. Soak straw in full tub of water with 3 coffee cups of hydrated lime. Add the lime to the water not the water 
into the lime! Be sure to raise the feet of the tub off the ground, so the straw has room to drain. 
4. Set up work area where trailer is for spawn mixing the next day. Bleach work table, mixing bowls. Set up 
other supplies: grow bags, permanent maker, medium zip ties, cotton balls, alcohol, wipes, gloves, masks, 
Clorox. Wash wheelbarrow and put in a bag of Gardener & Bloom.  
 
Day 5 – Monday - Nov 23rd (4 hours of work) 
1. In the morning pull the plug in the tub to let the straw drain. Drain net bags on net table. 
2. In the afternoon cover work counter with clean paper. Bring supplies into work area: spawn, grow bags, 
gloves, masks, alcohol, marking pen, zip ties, net table with straw, net bags with wood chips and wood 
pellets and soaked cardboard. Empty wood pellets and wood chips into large square containers.  
Open a bag of Gardener & Bloom in wheelbarrow. Just cut open one side of the bag to make an opening.  
 
 

 
 
 
(Left above) It was windy again so we covered the soaking straw etc. with plastic to avoid blown in 
contaminates. 
(Right above) Straw after soaking. 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
Gardener & Bloom, cardboard and soaked wood pellets and wood chips ready for mixing. 
We put the drained wood pellets and wood chips into the containers used for soaking the wood chips. 
 
 

      
 

 
Mixing bowls and spawn from Aloha Medicinals. 
 
3. We started mixing at 1:00 pm and finished at 5 pm. The oyster spawn was old and dry, so we hope it 
works OK. The G&B was really dry, so we added tap water with each mix. 
4. After this we got a second burst of energy and cleaned all the mixing supplies etc. in a Clorox bath and left 
them to dry on the net tables and finished at 7:00 pm. 
 
 

Substrate recipes for each bag or tray 
 
Some amounts of substrate seemed a bit too much? 
All these mixes needed to be mixed in 2 separated mixes and put into bags or trays in layers. 
 
Shiitake - 2 Bags - Mix #1 -  
Cardboard ripped into small pieces 
2 small bowls of soaked wood chips  
3 small bowls of soaked wood pellets 
2 small bowls of soaked straw 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
Shiitake - 2 Bags - Mix # 2 - This mix needs to be separated and put into two bags 
Cardboard ripped into small pieces 
1 small bowl of soaked wood chips 
1 small bowl of soaked wood pellets 
1 small bowl of soaked straw 
3 small bowls of Gardener & Bloom - G&B was dry, so we added approx. 4 cups water when mixing. 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
Agaricus Blazei - Tray #1 - (A-B-1) 
Cardboard  
1 small bowl of soaked wood chips 
1 small bowl of soaked wood pellets 
1 small bowl of soaked straw 
3 bowls of Gardener & Bloom - G&B was dry, so we added approx. 4 cups water when mixing 
Rice Bran - Only added ¼ cup to bottom layer 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
Agaricus Blazei - Tray #2 - (A-B-2) 
Cardboard 
1 small bowl of soaked wood chips 
1 small bowl of soaked wood pellets 
1 small bowl of soaked straw 
3 bowls of Gardener & Bloom - G&B was dry, so we added approx. 4 cups water when mixing 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
Blue & White Oyster - 2 trays of each (We made 1 bag of this White Oyster for Michael) 
Marked them - B-O-1, B-O-2 and W-O-1, W-O-2 
Cardboard 
3 small bowls of straw 
1 small bowl of soaked wood chips  
1 small bowl soaked wood pellets 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
Blue & White Oyster - 1 trays of each 
Marked them - B-O-3 and W-O-3 
Cardboard 
3 small bowls of straw 
3 small bowls of Gardener & Bloom - G&B was dry, so we added approx. 4 cups water when mixing 
1 bag of spawn; 2.5 lb. 
 
King Stropharia - Tray (From Volcano workshop 8-28-2019 - burrito roll) 
1 bowl Gardener & Bloom - G&B was dry, so we added approx. 4 cups water when mixing 
1 small bowl of soaked straw 
2 bowls soaked wood pellets 

Home Vegetables Fruit Flowers Herbs How we made  
this garden 

Native Plants Mushrooms 

Supplies 
Organic Grain Spawn 
1/3 bail of wheat straw 
40 lbs. of Traeger mixed wood pellets 
7 - 2 lb. Bags of assorted wood chips 
1 bag of Gardener & Bloom 
4 grow bags and zip ties 
9 Sterlite Containers 
200 xlg Cotton Balls 
Clorox 
Rubbing Alcohol 
 

Mushroom Blog - August 12 - August 18th 2021  
 
Notes about last batch of mushrooms: 
Our last batch fruited for over 7 months and the Shiitake were still  
fruiting when we started the new batch. We used Gardener & Bloom  
as a topping between flushes of the oyster mushrooms and they kept 
producing mushrooms with 3 more flushed after each topping  
addition. I added about 1” of Gardener & Bloom without pasteurizing.  
Next time I will try to pasteurize it, as I think there were fungus gnats  
in the G&B. We tried a new topping at the end and to the Shiitake  
which did not work out, it was too fine and soggy when wet. If I had  
used G&B they may have lasted even longer. 
 
The trays continue to work well for the Oyster Mushrooms and the bags for the  
Shiitake. We tried to add new substrate to the Shiitake by putting them in new  
larger bags, but it took too long for them to emerge and we needed to start a new batch. We put them in the 
garden and they fruited within a few days. 

 
This batch was ordered from Aloha Medicinals 
It took one week to arrive 
6 - Shiitake 3782 
3 – Blue Oyster 8801 
3 - White Oyster ElmA  
30 lb. @ 3.00 = 90.00 
Shipping = 79.00 
 

Mushroom Preparation  
 

Day 1 – Thursday,  August 12
th  

-  2  hours of work 
Made 1 more new shower curtain for the shelving in the mushroom house. 
It takes 1 - ½ clear shower curtain for each shelf. I was supposed to make 2, but I only had two curtains and 
needed 3. I will have to make the other one later. 
 
The shelves are 18” deep x 36” wide x 70” high. 
Each shower curtain is 70” x 72” and will wrap around the back and both sides of shelving. 
Cut a separate piece for the front flap; cut it at 35” x 70” 
Cut a separate piece for the top; 19” x 35” 
Sew the back of the shower curtain to the top, and then sew on the front flap piece. There will be gaps which 
will allow for the corner posts on the shelving. 
 
Day 2 - Friday, August 13

th
 - 4 ½ hours of work 

1. Cleaned the mushroom house with a mold cleaner that needs to be attached to two hoses. Really strong 
spray and work well. Sprayed the greenhouse inside and out, plus the shelves. Bleached the shelving with 
an additional 1/10 bleach/water mix. 1 ½  cups of bleach into 1 gallon sprayer. 1 gallon is 128 ounces. 
Bleach 10% = 12.8 ounces = 1 ½ cup. Some shelves needed a bit of scrubbing. Washed it all down 
afterwards. Sprinkled the cinder floor with one box of borax to kill the roots entering through the ground. 
Hopefully it will also kill any slugs, insects and their eggs if they are still there. 
2. Soaked the vinyl plastic shelving covers in bleachy soapy water. Need to do the thick vinyl twice, or let 
it soak a long time. 
3. Dipped the curtains in the same bleachy soapy water. Sprayed off afterwards. 
(* This was too much work for one afternoon. Should have cleaned out the mushroom house the day 
before: take out the trays, curtains, etc., set up the hoses,  attach 2 together, prune the plum tree, get 
ladder ready, get furro tub cleaned and set up with net tables. Then there would be time to wash all 
the curtains the same day as the mushroom house so the shelving will stay cleaner) 
 
Day 3 – Saturday, August 14

th
  (4 hours of work) 

1.  Cleaned out mushroom trays in bleachy, soapy water, then dipped into a bleach water bath in the tub. Let 
sit for a few minutes, then rinsed off with water from the hose. Put trays into greenhouse with cotton balls in 
holes.  
2.  Afterwards bleach washed all the containers for mixing and net tables. 
 
Day 4 – Tuesday August 17

th
 (3 hours of work) 

1. We mixed the different types of wood pellets together, and the different types of wood chips together in 
one of the low trays. Then put wood pellets and wood chips into net bags. We put  
1 1/4 medium metal bowls of pellets into each 5-gallon net bag. This made 7 nets bags at approx. 8lbs each. 
* Next time use 8 – 5 gallon bags. Buy more bags extra, as these are getting old. 
We had three bags of Traeger wood pellets from Home Depot; One 20 lb. bag of apple. One 20 lb. bag of 
Hickory. One 20lb. bag of a mixed Maple/Cherry. This made 7 nets bags at approx. 8lbs each. Next time 
use 8 - 5 gallon net bags. 
We had 6 bags of wood chips: 1.80 cu. in. from Lowes: 2 Hickory, 1 Mesquite, 1 pecan, 1 Cherry and 1 
Apple. One 5-gallon net bag holds 3 bags of wood chips.  
2.  Soak all in hydrolyzed lime water. Add the lime into water, not water into lime, it flies up. 
3. I used 1 cup lime for ½ of large square container of water. 
Soak wood pellets in 2 large rectangle containers 2 large square containers; (2 bags per container) with 1 
cup of hydrated lime in ½ full container of water. The old rectangle containers are getting old and fragile, 
maybe get 2 new ones for soaking. 
4. Soak wood chips in 5-gallon buckets; ½ cup of lime to ½ full bucket of water. Each bucket held one 5 
gallon net bag of chips. 
5. Soak entire bag of G&B in tub ½ filled with water and 2 cups of lime. Leave bag unopened, but make 
small slits all around on all sides so the lime water can soak in and water can drain out. 
6. Set up work area where trailer is for spawn mixing the next day. Bleach work table, mixing bowls. Gather 
other supplies: grow bags, permanent maker, medium zip ties, cotton balls, alcohol, wipes, gloves, masks, 
scissor for opening spawn bags, Clorox, washing pans for Clorox wash. 
 
Day 5 – Wednesday, August 18

th
  (Morning work to drain substrate was 1 hour. Afternoon work 

mixing spawn - 5 hours of work. Evening Clean up – 1 hour) 
1.  In the morning pull the plug in the tub to let the G&B drain. Drain net bags of wood pellets & wood chips 
on net tables. A 5 gallon bucket is good for transporting the net bags. 
2.  In the afternoon cover work counter with clean paper. Bring supplies into work area: spawn, grow bags, 
gloves, masks, alcohol, marking pen, zip ties, scissor for cutting spawn bags open,  net bags with wood 
chips and wood pellets. Empty wood pellets and wood chips into large square containers. Open the bag of G 
& B.  (Maybe next time soak the G&B in the wheelbarrow so it’s easier to get it out.) Make a dish pan 
of Clorox water for sterilizing hands etc. Clean hands and supplies with this. Also make a dish pan of clean 
water for rinsing after Cloroxing. 
3. We started setting everything up at 2:00 pm and finished at 7 pm.  
4. After this we got a second burst of energy and cleaned all the mixing supplies etc. in a Clorox bath and left 
them to dry on the net tables and finished at 8:00 pm. 
 
………………………………………… 
 
Substrate recipes for each bag or tray: 
All these mixes need to be mixed in 2 separated batches in the large metal bowl, then put into bags 
or trays in 2 layers. Press down each layer so it’s firm. 
 
*The 60 lbs of wood pellets, 6 bags of wood chips and 1 bag of G&B, were the exact amount we 
needed to fill the 6 bags of Shiitake and 6 trays of oyster mushrooms!!! 
 
Shiitake - 6 Bags 
3/4 small metal bowl of soaked wood chips 
1 heaping scoop in medium metal bowl of soaked wood pellets 
1 small metal bowl of Gardener & Bloom 
1/2 bag of spawn. Each bag is 2.5 lb. 
Repeat with another layer 
We laid the bags horizontally this time, with zip tie ends facing north. One bag to each shelf. 
 
Blue & White Oyster - 3 trays of each  
Marked - B - 1, 2, 3    W - 1, 2, 3 
This time we did not use any wood chips in the oyster substrate 
1 heaping scoop in medium metal bowl of soaked wood pellets 
1 small bowl of Gardener & Bloom 
1/2 bag of spawn. Each bag is 2.5 lb. 
Repeat with another layer 
 
……………………………………… 
 
Tuesday August 17

th -
 Photos of setup; soaking the substrates. 

 

            
 
Left: Soaking wood pellets in containers. Back containers had 2 - 5 gallon net bags each.  
Right: Soaking wood chips in 5 gallon buckets. One 5 gallon net bag to each bucket. 
 
   
 

 
 
Set up of work area the day before mixing the spawn. After cleaning, put the table upside down over net 
table to keep cats off. 
 

     
 
Tub used for soaking G&B 
 
Wednesday, August 18

th
  Day of spawn mixing: 

 

 
 
Counter set up covered with clean white paper. 

 
 

Draining net bags on net tables. Containers for mixing are next to the bags. 
Next time use both large square containers; one each for soaked wood pellets and one for the wood 
chips. Put them both on taller net table, keep the unopened soaked net bags on the other.  
 

 
 

Mixture of wood pellets and G&B in large metal bowl. The pellets we a little on the dry side,  
but we didn’t add more water. 
 

 
 
G&B after soaking, still in the original bag, but cut open. We used a small claw hoe to loosen it up, as it’s 
compacted. 
 

  

Left: Mixing table with spawn, mushroom tray, large and medium mixing bowls. 
Right: New position of Shiitake bags. One bag per shelf should give them more room for fruiting. 
 
 

Supplies 
12 bags of Organic Grain Spawn 
60 lbs. of Home Depot - mixed wood 
pellets 
6 - 2 lb. Bags of assorted wood chips 
1 bag of Gardener & Bloom 
Clorox 
Mold Cleaner with attached sprayer 
6 grow bags and zip ties 
6 Stearlite trays 
200 xlg Cotton Balls 
Scissor for opening spawn bags 
Rubbing Alcohol 
Clean white paper for work counter 
Permanent Marker 
Pen and paper for notes 
Gloves and face mask 
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